The title compound, C 30 H 42 N 2 O 7 [systematic name: (1S,4S,5S,7S,8S,9S,10S,11S,13R,14S,16S,17R)-20-ethyl-4,8,9-trihydroxy-1,14,16-trimethoxyaconitan-4-yl 2-aminobenzoate], isolated from roots of Aconitum sinomontanum Nakai, is a typical aconitane-type C 19 -diterpenoid alkaloid, which crystallizes with two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit. The conformations of the two independent molecules are closely similar. Each molecule comprises four six-membered rings (A, B, D and E) including one six-membered Ncontaining heterocyclic ring (E), and two five-membered rings (C and F). Rings A, B and E adopt chair conformations, while ring D displays a boat conformation. Five-membered rings C and F exhibit envelope conformations. IntramolecularN-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds between the amino group and carbonyl O atom help to stabilize molecular structure. In the crystal, O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into zigzag chains propagating in [010].
Related literature
For reviews of typical C 19 -diterpenoid alkaloids, see: Wang et al. (2009 Wang et al. ( , 2010 . For the isolation, idenfication and biological activity of N-deacetyllappaconitine, see: Peng et al. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . 
S1. Comment
The title compound, N-deacetyllappaconitine, is produced by several species of the plant genus Aconitum (A. sinomontanum, A. barbatum, A. septentrionale, A. leucostomum, A. orientale) and its structure was confirmed by the NMR and MS data. It possesses antiarrhythmic, analgesic, local anesthetic, sedative and anti-inflammatory activity (Peng et al. 2000; Wang et al. 2009 Wang et al. , 2010 Romanov et al. 2008) . Herewith we present the crystal structure of N-deacetyl-
The title compound (I) crystallizes with two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit (Fig. 1 ). The confomations of both molecules are close ( Fig. 2) due to intramolecular N-H···O and O-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) . Each molecule is composed from six rings labelled as A-F (Wang et al., 2007) . Six-membered rings A (C1-C5/C11) and B (C7-C11/C17) adopt chair conformations; six-membered N-containing heterocyclic ring E (C4/C5/C11/C17/N2/C18) display the same chair conformation; the five-membered rings C (C9/C10/C12/C13/C14) and F (C5/C6/C7/C17/C11) form envelope conformations, in which, atoms C13 and C17, respectively, play the role of flap. The six-membered ring D (C8/C9/C14/C13/C16/C15) is in a boat conformation.
In the crystal, intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) link the molecules into zigzag chains propagated in
[010] .
S2. Experimental
The title compound was isolated from the roots of Aconitum sinomontanum Nakai following the known procedure (Peng et al., 2000) . Colourless single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation from a methanol solution for two weeks at the room temperacture.
S3. Refinement
The hydrogen atoms were placed in calculated positions and refined as riding with U iso (H) =1.2-1.5 U eq (C, O). The positions of methyl and hydroxy hydrogens were rotationally optimized. In spite of acceptable value of Flack parameter of -0.07 (15) in the abscence of anomalous scatterers, the absolute configuration of the title compound has been assigned to be the same as that reported for typical natural aconitane-type C 19 -diterpenoid alkaloids (Wang et al., 2007; He et al., 2008) .
Figure 1
Two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit showing the atomic labeling and 30% probabilty displacement ellipsoids. H atoms omitted for clarity.
Figure 2
The overlay of two independent molecules.
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